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language with which to make himself heard; without
friends to console him; without Sacraments, and
without any remedy wherewith to alleviate his suffer-
ing? He did not know why the Savages deferred his
death so long,— unless, perhaps, to fatten him before
eating him; but they did not take the means to do
so. Finally, on the 1gth'of June, the Iroquois gath-
ered together from all the Villages, to the number
of 2,000, in the Village where the Father was, who
thought that that day [168] would be the last of his
life. After the meeting, he begged the Captain that
the torture by fire might be changed for another; as
for death, he would welcome it. ‘‘ Not only shalt
thou not suffer by fire,”” replied the Captain, ‘‘ but
what is more, thou shalt not die. That has been
resolved.”” I know not how they came to take that
resolution; but I know well that they themselves
were afterward astonished at it, without knowing
why, as the Dutch and the good Cousture — who was
taken two years ago with Father Jogues, and who
saw Father Bressany only after his deliverance — have
related.

That resolution taken, they gave him, with all the
ceremonies usual in the country, to a good woman
whose grandfather had formerly been killed by the
Hurons in an encounter. This woman received him:
but her daughters could not bear him, because he
inspired them with such horror. I know not whether
it was this that led the mother to think of his deliver-
ance, or whether it was through compassion that she
took on him, or, rather, because she saw that he was
unfit for work owing to the mutilation [16g] of his
fingers, and was convinced that he would be a burden
upon her. In any case, she ordered her son to take



